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What is a Drug Related Death?  
 

The definition used by St George’s hospital in collating the national figures, includes all deaths where 
psychoactive substances and controlled or illegal drugs are implicated. 
 

Drug Related Deaths can span the spectrum from deliberate overdose using prescribed therapeutic 
medication, to accidental deaths caused by illegal drug use, and a range of complex circumstances within 
this spectrum.  
 

These figures relate to immediate deaths only, and not Delayed Drug Related Deaths such as those that 
arise from virus related conditions such as HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis C or bacterial infection.�
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 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
Number of deaths 20 20 19 16 Not 14 15 21 
Annual % decrease 
Against 1999  0 5 20 available 30 25 +5 
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The National Drug Strategy ‘Tackling Drugs to Build a Better Britain’ set a target for local areas to 
reduce drug related deaths by 20%. 

 

This will be measured comparing 2004 against a 1999 baseline, and will be reported on in 2006.�
�
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2. The Local Profile  
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3. Drug Related Deaths By Gender 
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4. Drug Related Deaths as Accidental or Deliberate 
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5. Drug Related Deaths by Age  
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6. Drug related deaths by Occupational Status 
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7. Substance implicated in Deaths 
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8. Source of Methadone in Methadone related deaths 
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9. Poly Drug Use 
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%�&� Drug Related Deaths By Non/Dependent Drug User 
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12. Drug Related Deaths by Living Arrangements 
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11 Drug related deaths by Postcode of residence 
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12 Drug Related Deaths by ward of residence 
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13. Temporal distribution of drug related deaths 2003 - 5 
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